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Kids Excited About Spring 
Cleaning?  Yes, it’s True!

It’s hard enough for adults to force themselves to 
engage in spring cleaning in their own homes; how 
do you get a bunch of kids 
to help accomplish this task 
at a place like Crossroads 
for Youth?  Step one: MAKE 
IT FUN!

Each spring Crossroads is 
faced with the daunting 
challenge of cleaning and 
organizing the grounds and 
buildings.  The only way 
this can be accomplished is 
through teamwork between staff and kids.

Crossroads for Youth’s creative staff came up with 
different activities to transform the “chore” 
into an exercise in 

program pride.  The kids competed to see who 
could complete tasks first, which program could 
create the most cozy and cheerful group room, 
and which programs have the prettiest exteriors.  
Every program was a winner in their own special 
categories! 

One resident from Boys 
Center remarked, “You know, I’ve never really thought about 
cleaning as something to be proud of.  But I am proud.  I like 
coming back to Boys Center after school.  It’s like coming 
home.”

Crossroads for Youth staff 
and kids working together for 
Spring CleaningDid someone say Spring Cleaning?



“Get a life!”  An insult, typically hurled at the lazy, the 
slackers, those stuck in a 
rut.  But what does “get a 
life” mean to young people 
who are morphing from 
children into adults? 

What if someone were 
to say to these young 
people, ”Hey, you don’t 

have to decide what you are 
going to do in life right now!  If you are willing to travel, help people in America, learn some job skills 
and earn money towards college for the next ten months, then we’ll feed and clothe you and make sure 
you’re safe and have everything you need!”  If you’re like the members of AmeriCorps NCCC Oak 6, 
you’d say “Heck yeah!  Sign me up!”

AmeriCorps NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps) is a program 
that trains young adults between ages 
18-24 to provide disaster 
recovery, home construction 
and repair, elderly and 
disability assistance, and role 
modeling for at-risk teens.

AmeriCorps NCCC Oak 6 is 
the current team serving at 
Crossroads for Youth.  They 
are the sixth team CFY has been 
fortunate to host and half their time is being spent fixing up the agency’s 

buildings, collecting scrap metal, repairing roofs, painting, and other manual activities.  

The other half of their time, however, is even more valuable.  For their eight week stay, AmeriCorps 
NCCC Oak 6 will spend several hours a day with our kids doing 
arts and crafts, helping with their homework, leading team-
building activities, and much more.  The benefits to the agency 
facilities are evident.  The benefits to the agency kids are 
invaluable, because young adult role models make a strong, 
positive impression on at-risk youth.  Finally, the AmeriCorps 
NCCC young adults learn from our kids too.  One member of 
a previous team said, “I saw so much of myself at that age in 
these kids.  I learned a lot about making appropriate choices 
just from role modeling for them.  Of all our projects, this was 

my favorite one, because I got to teach them, and they taught me too.”

Get a Life!

Oak 6, engaging in various activities around the Crossroads for Youth Campus



Achievement Center Graduation
An Achievement Center resident who was going to 
graduate from the program in just days comments on 
what he learned at Crossroads for Youth: =

Every child or teen completing a Crossroads for Youth 
program has a unique answer according to his or her 
individual circumstances. Some learned to value school, while others realized the need to stay away from alcohol or 
other drugs. What matters most isn’t the specific answer; it is the life change that occurs because of the learning.  
This particular young man learned that one of the most important things in his life was his family.  He successfully 
graduated from the program and is currently at home with his family, just as he wanted.

Friends of Crossroads for Youth are always invited to attend our Achievement Center Graduation ceremonies.  If you 
would like to attend one of our upcoming graduations, please contact Angela Wilhelm, Development & Executive 
Manager, at 248-628-2561, ext. 249 or angela.wilhelm@crossroadsforyouth.org.

AC Squad #7 Graduation               May 2, 2012
AC Squad #8 Graduation               June 20, 2012
AC Squad #9 Graduation               July 25, 2012

Program Luncheons: Keeping Up the Tradition
Crossroads for Youth has a monthly tradition of holding Program 
Luncheons.  Each month a different program “hosts” the luncheon.  They are 
in charge of selecting a theme, choosing the menu - which must meet USDA 
standards for a balanced meal - serving the food, and setting up and cleaning 
before and after the event.  Festivities kick off with a welcome speech from 
the hosting program, in which they usually share historical facts relating to 
their theme.

One of the most exciting parts of the luncheon is having guests interact 
with the kids.  All friends of Crossroads for Youth are encouraged to attend 
at least one Program Luncheon and more if you can make it!  If you would 
like to attend an upcoming luncheon, please contact Angela Wilhelm, 
Development & Executive Manager, at 248-628-2561, ext. 249 or 
angela.wilhelm@crossroadsforyouth.org.

Our next luncheon is scheduled for Tuesday, May 22nd.  For the month of 
June, each program will be hosting a BBQ, and those dates have not yet 
been chosen.  If you are interested in attending one of the June BBQs, please 
contact Ms. Wilhelm, who will be able to provide you with a schedule.   

“I learned to value my family.  When I came here, 
I had no relationship with them, and I didn’t want 
to.  Now, I know how important they are.  The 
best thing is… they want me.  They want me 
to be at home with them, and I want that too.  
Crossroads gave me my family back.”



Why just “camp” when you can go on an Adventure?  The 
Adventure Center at Crossroads for Youth has many options that 
will appeal to a variety of groups.  

CAMP SIGN UP:  Girls Diversity Camp and Youth Assistance Camp 
Adventure are now signing up campers.  Do you have a group 
of girl scouts or a girls’ sports team?  Try Girls Diversity Camp, 
where girls learn to appreciate differences and build life skills for 
future success.  Does your church or civic group know of any at-
risk youth who could use a positive, rewarding camp experience?  
Contact the Adventure Center to learn how to donate camp 
scholarships for Youth Assistance Camp Adventure!  

The different camp options work toward:
• Increasing optimism and self-esteem
• Developing leadership skills
• Bullying prevention and diversity
• Goal setting
• Problem solving
• Building trust

The activities include teambuilding, low and high ropes courses, 
swimming and canoeing, arts and crafts, reflective journaling, 
and table game tournaments such as pool, air hockey, and ping-
pong.  Each camp will have two 3-day/2-night sessions for youth 
ages 9-14.  The camp boasts rustic cabins and a dining lodge 
overlooking a private lake, over 300 forested acres with a variety of 
ecosystems and hiking trails.  Camp facilities can be rented with or 
without Camp Adventure staff, programming, or food services.  

If you would like more information regarding any of the summer 
camp options offered through the Adventure Center, please contact 
Jay McWilliams, Adventure Center Director at 248-628-5261, ext. 
295 or jay.mcwilliams@crossroadsforyouth.org. 

Campfires, Climbing, Canoeing, 
Oh My!



23rd Annual “Give a Child a Chance” Golf Classic
Crossroads for Youth is thrilled to announce the 23rd Annual “Give a Child a Chance” Golf Classic will take place on 
Tuesday, September 4th at Indianwood Golf & Country Club.  Our new sponsorship levels are listed below.  If you 
would like more information regarding the sponsorships, volunteering, or donating an item for our silent auction, 
please contact Angela Wilhelm, Development & Executive Manager at 248-628-2561, ext. 249 or angela.wilhelm@
crossroadsforyouth.org. 

SELF-ESTEEM CHAMPION - $10,000
When young adults leave Crossroads for Youth, one of the most important things they take with them is their newfound 
self-esteem.  This champion level includes golf, lunch, social reception and dinner for 16, 2 full-page program ads, 
exclusive signage at outing, an opportunity to provide an opening remark and formal welcome at the reception 
and a welcome table at registration where you can provide promotional material regarding your company and/or a 
representative from your corporation.

INTEGRITY CHAMPION - $5,000
While at Crossroads for Youth, kids learn the importance of integrity and personal accountability.  This champion level 
includes golf, lunch, social reception and dinner for 8, 1 full-page program ad, and 2 hole signs at outing.

PERSEVERANCE CHAMPION - $3,000
Youth learn at Crossroads for Youth that perseverance is essential to accomplishing one’s goals.  This champion level 
includes golf, lunch, social reception and dinner for 4, 1 full-page program ad, and hole sign.

SERVICE CHAMPION - $1,500
Crossroads for Youth teaches young adults the value of service to others.  Through service to the community, they 
learn how to work with others to accomplish common goals and experience the positive feelings that accompany 
helping others.  This champion level includes golf, lunch, social reception and dinner for 4, 1 half-page program ad, and 
hole sign.

HOPE CHAMPION - $750
Instilling kids with hope is the first step along their journey at Crossroads for Youth.  This champion level includes golf, 
lunch, social reception and dinner for 2, 1 half-page program ad, and hole sign.

Crossroads for Youth would like to announce an exciting new 
development regarding our website, www.crossroadsforyouth.
org.   We are contracting with a company to redesign and host 

our site.

 We are looking for individuals and companies who would like 
to sponsor the new site.  For only $109, you can sponsor one 
month of the site.  Your name or company logo will appear on 
our site and you will be listed for that month as the sponsor. 

Our new site will launch within the next several months.  If you 
would like to sponsor the site, please use the enclosed donation 

envelope and indicate on the check that it is for Website 
Sponsorship. 

Crossroads for Youth Website



Wish List
As you engage in your annual household “Spring Cleaning,” please keep 
Crossroads for Youth in mind when you come across household goods 
that you no longer need.  Our current wish list includes:

• Dishes, cups, silverware, pots, pans, etc.  
• Bath and kitchen towels
• Linens for twin beds
• Microwaves
• Vacuums
• Kitchen and bathroom trash cans with lids
• Pictures, silk plants, home décor
• Patio furniture
• Cleaning rags, mops and buckets 
• Toaster ovens

Crossroads for Youth Kids and Staff
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In Memory of Dave Monroe

Dave started working at Crossroads for 
Youth when it was still known as Camp 
Oakland. Coming from his previous 
employment with Oakland County, he 
played a key role in the opening of our 
first Day Treatment Program, now known 
as the Learning Center. 

Over the years Dave was a Program 
Manager and Site Supervisor, having 
worked in every program we offer at 
some point during his tenure with the 
agency.  Dave was also often utilized as a 
trainer, and staff had high praise for his 
humorous, “tell it like it is” style.

It’s hard to lose a long-time member of 
our Crossroads family.  Dave loved working with our kids, and his dedication to this 
agency will be long remembered.  Memorial donations received in Dave’s name will 
be used for the Learning Center programs.  



Dear Friends:

People often ask “how and why” questions related to the 320 acres that make up Crossroads for 
Youth’s main campus in Oxford. There is great curiosity about how this location was chosen. It was 
selected because at the time it was in a fairly undeveloped part of Oakland County, included a private 
lake and had plenty of room to develop residential programs and build a summer camp. It was 
purchased by generous donors who had the vision to see the importance of high-risk and underserved 
children and teens having the opportunity to be in a beautiful, natural setting. They also recognized 
the importance of privacy for the kids and were considerate of the neighbors in the developing area 
surrounding the property.

To this day, I can’t imagine a more perfect setting than this spectacular property that is beautiful and 
functional twelve months a year. We have room to offer Adventure Center activities for the community-
at-large and the young people formally served through our variety of programs. Outside groups can come on campus and 
never interface or interfere with the other people and activities taking place on the grounds. Likewise, children and teens in our 
residential and day treatment programs visibly relax within hours of arriving in this tranquil setting that feels much more like a 
state or national park than a typical treatment program. 

Thank you for what you do as our friends, volunteers and donors to help us maintain this wonderful property. We make use of 
every bit of it in many ways for thousands of children, teens and adults every single year. Plan to come this summer and see for 
yourself!

Janet McPeek, Ph.D.
President, Crossroads for Youth
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